
A Halcrow Foundation grant 
of £2,000 is 
being used to 
set up a bee-
keeping facility in 
Bakary Sambouya, a 
village in The Gambia.

The funds will 
buy hives, as well as 
protective clothing and 
other equipment, which the local 
women will use to produce honey for sale to 
tourists and hotels.

As well as improving household 
income and living standards, the project 
will help raise the women’s status in the 
community, reducing their dependency on 
the male population. It will also encourage 
sustainability and self-reliance and reduce 
migration from rural to urban areas.

The Gambia is one of the poorest countries 
in Africa – 60 per cent of its population is 
defined as living in poverty.

The project will be managed by The 
Kambeng Trust, a small UK-registered 
charity which has been working in the village 
for five years. The trust, which last year had 
an income of £14,500, has built, staffed and 
furnished a school for 150 local children, who 
would otherwise have no education.

The bee-keeping project is an extension of 
the charity’s work in the village.       

The project will involve fencing off an  
area for the bee hives and clearing it to 
prevent bush fires. The hives will also 
have to be built and the bees trapped. The 
women will be trained by Gambia’s National 
Bee Keeping Association and the Christian 
Children’s Fund.

Halcrow’s Keith Bull, who submitted the 
funding application, has visited the school 
and seen the valuable work the trust is doing. 
He will monitor the bee-keeping project 
personally on self-funded visits.

Right: Neil, Steve and Rob dispatch the balls 
to Nairobi where they receive an enthusiastic 
welcome (above)
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A hive of 
activity

Emergency relief for Nairobi slum
Emergency aid of £5,400 has been used 
to help Kenyan families in the Gatwekera 
community in Kibera, in the wake of the post-
election tribal violence late last year.

The Umande Trust, which works closely 
with the community in Africa’s second largest 
slum, distributed the aid. It installed four 
temporary toilet and shower units to replace 
facilities lost in the violence. Funds were also 
used to provide medical assistance to those 
injured and maimed during the troubles.

Permanent shelter was provided to nine 
families who lost their homes. 

The unstoppable rise of citizen-run television 
– more commonly known as the YouTube 
phenomenon – provided fertile ground for 
two Halcrow employees who came up with 
idea of taking footballs to Kenya.

It was in December 2007 that Halcrow’s 
Steve Paley and Rob Clarke saw an online 
YouTube video about a football give-away and 
the subsequent delight it gave to children 
who had previously been kicking balls of rags 
around the street. 

Rob, currently representing Halcrow on 
a Water and Sanitation for the Urban Poor 
(WSUP) project in Gatwekera, part of the 
infamous Kibera slum in Nairobi, thought that 
it would be a great idea to give footballs to 
Kenyan schools and other community groups. 

The idea was mooted to group board 
director Neil Holt who enthusiastically 
embraced the concept. He duly placed an 
order for 100 Halcrow-branded balls.

The spheres of delight were promptly 
dispatched to their new sub-Saharan home. 
They were all successfully distributed with 
the help of the Umande Trust, a local non-
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governmental organisation, with which 
the Halcrow Foundation has built a strong 
relationship through aid projects in Kibera.  

The footballs were distributed in several 
villages in Kibera, Mathare, Korogocho and 
Mukuru, where the poorest residents live.

When visiting one of the villages, Rob gave 
a ball to a group of children and their coach: 
“They loved the shiny new footballs,” said 
Rob. “After receiving them, their team  
doubled in numbers. In an area that has 
suffered so much inter-ethnic violence, it was 
amazing to see something so simple bringing 
kids together.”

Food, clothing and medicine was also 
provided to 112 families. 

The Halcrow Foundation does not usually 
provide emergency aid, but the trustees felt 
that in view of its ongoing relationship with 
the community – where it has previously  
built an ablution block – an exception should 
be made. 

The Umande Trust also used the funds  
to work with community leaders to promote 
inter-tribal peace to put an end to the 
bloodshed and help displaced people back 
into the community.
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