
he life changing and transformational powers of  
occupational therapy will continue to reap rewards at 
Toronto’s Centennial Infant and Child Centre, thanks in part 

to the Halcrow Foundation.

Each year the Centennial charity supports over 500 children with a 
wide range of abilities and disabilities including Down syndrome, 
cerebral palsy, autism, congenital anomalies, brain damage and many 
other special needs.  

The centre provides a wealth of services including an early 
intervention programme, pre-school and kindergarten facilities as 
well as child care consultations and parent/infant groups.

Halcrow Yolles’ Toronto-based engineer Jennifer Watson sponsored 
the request for £20,000, which pays for the services of an occupational 
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Therapy lifeline

London transport planners Raymond Logan 
and Lee Kirby dug deep for charity when they 
entered the London Duathlon in London’s 
Richmond Park in September.

The dynamic duo ran 10km, cycled 20km 
– and topped off this herculean effort by 
running a further 5km. Having completed the 
challenge, the athletes recovered with a well 
deserved picnic in the park. 

Beating their £500 target, they raised a total 
of £560 for Halcrow Foundation-sponsored 
charity the Foundation for the Relief of 
Disabled Orphans (F.R.O.D.O.), which helps 
vulnerable and disabled orphans in Romania. 

Donations can still be made at 
www.justgiving.com/Halcrow-duathlon

Rebecca Robinson, a HOPE Program student, successfully completed a 
three-month internship as an office services assistant at Halcrow’s New 
York office in September.

The experience gave the 27-year-old her first taste of corporate life – 
and Halcrow its first HOPE intern. Rebecca took to the challenge 

with professionalism and enthusiasm. 

Her stint at the Cortlandt Street premises followed her 
enrolment in a 12-week job readiness training course run by 
the Brooklyn-based HOPE Program in May. The programme is 
supported by the Halcrow Foundation, which is donating 
£40,000 to the charity over a three-year period.

Lisa Cezair, senior human resources generalist for the US, said: 
“Rebecca worked tremendously well with the office services team 
and grew to become a valued assistant in ensuring facilities and 
maintenance services were run adequately throughout the office.”

Rebecca enjoyed her experience and appreciated the opportunity to 
build new competencies, including organisational skills and time 
management. “All the staff are wonderful,” she said. “The internship 
gets me up in the morning!” 

Within a few weeks of leaving Halcrow, we are delighted to report that 
Rebecca received a job offer to care for children at a daycare centre at 

a large gym/health spa in Brooklyn. Well done, Rebecca!

Park lifeRebecca discovers
over adversity

Rebecca with Michael Della Rocca

therapist for three days a 
week, having witnessed first 
hand the positive impact 
they have on the lives of the 
children involved. 

Nearly all the children 
receiving services from Centennial have a disability that requires some 
sort of occupational therapy. Public funding of these highly specialised 
treatments is extremely limited and most services have waiting lists of 
six months to one year.  

With two part-time occupational therapists, the children that benefit 
from their skills are far better equipped to move into integrated 
school classrooms, play with their peers, interact with their family and 
teachers, and be as independent as possible.   O
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